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1 . AT A GOVERNMENT- AUTHORIZED MEETING IN VALPARAISO MAY 1 1, 

SOME 28 PRO-GOVERNMENT TRADE UNION LEADERS EROM THREE FEDERATIONS 
AND 10 UNIONS ANNOUNCED THE REMOVAL OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OE 
THE MARITIME CONFEDERATION (COMACH) HEADED BY "DINAMICO" LEADER 
EDUARDO RIOS. THE STORY IS NOT ENTIRELY CLEAR, BUT THE PRESS 
REPORTED THAT MEETING WAS ATTENDED BY ALL MARITIME UNION LEADERS 
INCLUDING RIOS, AND THAT RIOS WAS OUSTED BY A VOTE OE 90 
PERCENT OE THE DELEGATES. THE PRESS ALSO ANNOUNCED THAT THE GROUP 
ELECTED MARTIN BUSTOS, PRESIDENT OF THE STEVEDORES, AS THE NEW 
PRESIDENT OF COMACH AND RENAMED TWO MEMBERS OF THE FORMER BOARD. 
PRESIDENT PINOCHET APPLAUDED THE CHANGE MAY 12 AND RECEIVED THE 
NEW LEADERS AT THE GOVERNMENT HOUSE (DIEGO PORTALES). 

2. RIOS PUBLICLY CONDEMNED THE NEWSPAPER STORY AS ABSOLUTELY 
FALSE. HE STATED THAT HE HAD NOT BEEN PRESENT AT THE MEETING AND, 
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IN FACT THAT THE MAJROITY OF THOSE PRESENT DID NOT EVEN BELONG TO 
THE COMACH. RIOS STRESSED THAT HE WAS STILL PRESIDENT OF THE COMACH 
(AND OE COURSE HIS PRESIDENCY OF FEBACH - PORT WORKERS - 
WAS NOT AFFECTED). HE ACCUSED THE GOVERNMENT OF ATTEMPTING TO 
ESTABLISH A PARALLEL ORGANIZATION, WHICH HE CALLED "COMACHITA". 

3. VICE-MINAAB TOLD LAB ATT THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAD NOTHING 
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TO DO WITH THIS CHANGE. IN FACT, HE SAID COMACH DID NOT COME UNDER 
THE JURISDICTION OF THE MINISTRY OF LABOR BECAUSE IT WAS NOT 
REGISTERED AS A LABOR UNION. HE ADDED ALSO THAT THE REORGANIZATION 
DID NOT VIOLATE CHILEAN DECREES FORBIDDING ELECTIONS, SINCE THE 
NEW BOARD OF DIRECTORS WAS FORMED BY CONSENSUS. 

4. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH THE GOC DENIES INVOLVEMENT IN THIS 
PRESUMPTIVE RESTRUCTURING OF THE COMACH.ITS HAND IN THIS LABOR COUP 
IS OBVIOUS. THE GOVERNMENT APPROVED THE MEETING OF THE PRO- 
GOVERNMENT PEOPLE WHILE CONSISTENTLY DENYING THE REAL COMACH 
PERMISSION TO MEET ON THE BASIS OF NATIONAL SECURITY. THE VALPARAISO 
MEETING TOOK PLACE WITHOUT THE PARTICIPATION OF ANY MEMBERS OF THE 
COMACH EXCEPT VIVE-PRESIDENT ARTURO MAYORGA AND SEC-GENERAL ARIEL 
MONTOYA, WHO CONTINUE ON THE NEW BOARD. FINALLY, THE PRESIDENT 

OF THE REPUBLIC BLESSED TNE NEW GROUP BY RECEIVING IT THE FOLLOWING 
DAY. 

5. THE GOC HAS TAKEN A HARD LINE WITH THE "DINAMICOS" BEFORE, 

BUT THE SIGNALS THEY ARE NOW GIVING ON THE EAVE OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
LABOR ORGANIZATION MEETING ARE TOUGHER STILL. THE HEAVY-HANDED 
MANNER IN WHICH THE GOC IS TRYING TO DEPRIVE RIOS OF HIS ORGANIZATION 
COINCIDES WITH THE MAY 7 REMOVAL OF THE CITIZENSHIPS OF LUIS 
MENESES AND OTHERS OF THE CUT-IN EXILE (SANTIAGO 3835). IT 
WOULD ALMOST SEEM AS IF THE GOC WERE CHALLENGING THE INTERNATIONAL 
LABOR COMMUNITY. CHILEAN ACTIONS MAY HAVE RELEVANCE FOR 
RU POLICY AT THE ILO, SHOULD CHILE BE ATTACKED ON POLITICAL GROUNDS 
AND SEEK US SUPPORT TO PREVENT POLITICIZATION IN THE ORGANIZATION. 
POPPER 
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